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Craig Helfer

South Orange, NJ  |  m: 646.552.0043  |  helferc@gmail.com  |  LinkedIn  |  Portfolio  |  Iron Horse Cinema 

Content Creator  |  Shooter  |  Editor

Career Profile

Award-nominated filmmaker and content creator with more than a decade of experience in directing, cinematography, and post-production for global brands and independent films. Known for leading creative teams that deliver striking, story-driven visuals across digital platforms. Skilled at translating concepts from pitch to final cut while keeping projects on time and on brand. Builds lasting client partnerships with companies like Hilton, Nissan, and Norelco by balancing creative vision with business goals.

Core Competencies

	· Cross-Functional Collaboration
· Project Planning & Execution
· Team Leadership & Training
	· Client Relationship Management
· Cinematography & Lighting Design
· Post-Production Editing & Color Grading
	· Content Optimization
· Creative Direction & Visual Storytelling
· Market & Audience Research



Professional Experience

OMNICOM PRODUCTION [TBWA/CHIAT/DAY NY], NEW YORK, NY, MARCH 2018 TO MAY 2025
SHOOTER/EDITOR/MAKER
Supervised and edited 500+ branded videos, generating 120M+ combined views across TikTok, Instagram, Meta and YouTube.
Led the post-production process from first cut to final delivery, handling editing, color grading, sound design, captions, and exports to ensure each piece matched the brand’s look and voice.
Partnered with creative, strategy, and production teams to deliver social campaigns for 30+ global clients, including Hilton, Adidas, Foot Locker, Nissan, Norelco, and TD Bank.
Collaborated with creative team leads to develop storytelling frameworks for campaigns such as Footlocker’s #footlockercelebrates, Goldman Sach’s What’s in a Name, Moderna’s SpikeVax BTS, and Nissan’s Formula E.
Adapted hundreds of deliverables for distribution for social and broadcast distribution, customizing formats, lengths, and captions to maximize engagement and compliance.
Managed budgets and production resources to maintain high-quality execution.
Created internal studio content such as a creative masterclass, year-end retrospectives, and a Hot Ones-style interview, Drumsticks and Disruption.

IRON HORSE CINEMA, HOBOKEN, NJ, AUGUST 2013 TO OCTOBER 2022
FILMMAKER/YOUTUBER 
Ran a digital production studio recognized for high-concept short films and fan-driven cinematic content, earning 46M+ YouTube views and growing an audience of 300k+ subscribers.
Wrote, directed, and produced 20+ short films featured across major online platforms, independent film festivals, and conventions.
Studied audience feedback and platform trends to shape creative direction and boost viewer engagement.
Produced and edited behind-the-scenes features and bonus content with a combined reach of 1.5M+ views.
Built and managed a 7,000+ member community across social platforms, representing the brand and strengthening its reputation.
FREELANCE PRODUCTION, NEW YORK, NY, FEBRUARY 2009 TO MARCH 2018
VARIOUS ROLES  
Worked across independent films, branded content, and television shoots in camera, lighting, and on-set crew roles.
Collaborated with directors, cinematographers, and producers on projects including Win Win (Feature Film), Fringe (Television Series), and Golden Age (Promo Trailer).
Shot and assisted productions for clients such as SyFy (Holiday Geekware Fantorials) and Panchea Films, maintaining strong lighting, framing, and visual consistency on set.
Captured and edited behind-the-scenes footage, promotional videos, and Kickstarter campaigns, providing technical support and post-production polish.

Education and Credentials 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL COMMUNICATIONS; SUNY Polytechnic
Program Director, Wildcat Media (college TV network)
Creator & Showrunner, GITV (video game review show)

Awards and Honors

· The Hunter, Official Selections: Big Apple Film Festival-Fall Edition (2024); New Jersey Fourth Wall Film Festival (2025); Arizona International Film Festival (2025)
· Unforeseen, Official Selections: New Jersey Mystery, Crime, & Horror Film Festival (2025), NYC Horror Film Festival (2025), Jersey Shore Film Festival (2025), New Jersey Horror Con and Film Festival (2025), The New York Sci-Fi and Horror Film Festival (2025)
· Muckbang’d, Official Selections: Autumn Dawn Film Festival (2025); Newport Beach Film Festival (2025)
Nominees: Best Editing; Best Film; Best Sound; Most Creative Concept, Autumn Dawn Film Festival (2025)

Additional Information

Technical Proficiencies: DaVinci Resolve, Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe After Effects, Adobe Creative Cloud, Arri, RED, Blackmagic, Sony, Canon, ChatGPT, Google Veo, Venice
 
Interests: screenwriting, voice-over, video games, filmmaking, movies and tv
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